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Chapter 2: Idols of the Mind

vs. True Reality (part 2)
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While Chapter 1 addressed the complementarity
of science and philosophy, Chapter 2 establishes
the relevance of religion to science and
philosophy
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“I” refers to oneself as different and sepa rate from something Or SO

“I think” means thought is understood as private within one’s own wn mind

e This causes an individual to think of themself as separate and isolated from the rest of reahty,
such that they can have their own private thoughts about the external world

* Amood of superiority arises when one believes that they can think whatever they want about
reality without consequences '

s “I” gives rise to “mine,” and people claim possession of whatever they’re able to

e But when two people want the same thing ﬁd can't share or compromise, violence emerges S

Since self-centered thinking is self—destructlve it becomes necessary to contextugz_e

the self asa part or part1c1pant 1n somethmg beyond itself \
g '. ." . r}l“hrs
' ThlS 1S not an art1ﬁc1al 1mposmon but unfolds naturally through careful contempla.tlon
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The theistic developmento

The I thatis We and We thatis1

 Everyone refers to themselfas “I,” so, even though
one means themself by “I,” they’re actually referring
to everyone who calls themself“I”

o “I”turns out to have a universal aspect to it, not Q

just an individual

-




The I thatis We and We thatis1

 Everyone refers to themselfas “I,” so, even though
one means themself by “I,” they’re actually referring
to everyone who calls themself“I”

o “I” turns out to have a universal aspect to it, not
just an individual
o Nuances to “I” and “We” interrelationship:

» As conscious individuals, the colléftiife 1S
represented internally in our awareness
and not just externally

- m The collective has shaped us as an
~ individual in many ways
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Life /

Plant life Animal life

G

Tree Shrub o
e Thereiis life

beyond death

Oak tree Spruce tree
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Oak tree Spruce tree What is life?
o HuRal What is death?
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The theistic developmentotconceptualizing wholespart relations.

Set theory (mathematics) ' .
. Natural Numbers is a Subset of Integers

e Set(Universal)
e Subset (Particular)

e Individual item (Singular) Set of Integers
Set
A i Set of Natural

Numbers

-3 -2, 10123
Item

Su_bset



Set theory (mathematics)
e Set (Universal) Bears and Birds are Subsets of Animals

e Subset (Particular)
e Individualitem (Singular)

Animals
Set
.
= = . Bears
14 A P °




Set theory (mathematics)
e Set(Universal)
e Subset (Particular)
e Individualitem (Singular)

Americans and Scientists are Subsets of Humans

Set . NF
A . Americans Scientists
& s A i\ \:”o iatont (Occupation)
X - ; 5 - = \\\
AR e 2 w, W\
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The I as self-consciousness
>

e Deeper comprehension of “I”ist
object of thought

o Animals actasindividual selves, but the extent to which
they know themself as a selfis doubtful
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Thelas self—consciousness

o Itlogically follows that the Universal I (We) i.e. the Universal Self also

.
possesses this property of self-consciousness (items/subsets are in the set)
o The Universal Selfis not just an aggregate of -
individuals, but is a whole unto Itself, it is the ]
set within which subsets of individuals exist ] p
and derive their properties
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Thelas self—consciousness

o Itlogically follows that the Universal I (We) i.e. the Universal Self also

.
possesses this property of self-consciousness (items/subsets are in the set)
o The Universal Selfis not just an aggregate of s
individuals, but is a whole unto Itself, it is the
set within which subsets of individuals exist
and derive their properties .

How does this self-consciousness practic ally manifest in

collectives like teams, governments, and, orgamsms?
e There’s a central intelligence that ¢ orgamzes and maintains the

PV collectﬁ;g '(for the Well bemg of ;he whole and not ]ust a part)

0‘.
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The theistic developmentofconceptualizing wholespart relations.

k.
o

Theistic conclusion

e Allthe qualities that we “possess” are derived from the reality of which we are
part or participant

e The Universal Self as living, reasonable, self-
conscious, and Absolutely free, is the Idea of

Individual selves isa Subset of Universal Self

God Universal Self
-
z}s.the living.cells in bodies exis.t fqr Fhe sake of the. Individual selves
living organism as a whole, all individual selves exist e el
) 2 jousness,
for and serve functions of the Organic Whole, the freedom)

Universal Self that is God
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The theistic developmentotconce

Theistic conclusion ' .
Individual selves is a Subset of Universal Self

e Allthe qualities that we “possess” are derived -
from the reality of which we are part or

srnEIEIRE Universal Self

e The Universal Self as living, reasonable, self-
conscious, and Absolutely free, is the Idea of

God

. Individual selves
 Asthe living cells in bodies exist for the sake of (life, reason, self-

the living organism as a whole, all individual confscic()iusness,
selves exist for and serve functions of the reedans)
Organic Whole, the Universal Self thatis God
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: \ “Text without contextis a pretext of knowledge.
¥ Dr.B. M. Puri ¢ -

she killed her %
husband. g‘



“Text without con
Dr. B. M. Puri

1Sa

| Susan’s husband
| attacked her. In
se[f-c{efense,

she killed her

husband.
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Ego centric Theo centric
False ego True Reality
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